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TO OUR MEMBERS and FRIENDS 


WE WISH YOU ALL THE JOYS OF THE COMING SEASON 


GOOD HEALTH .. GOOD FRIENDS .. GOOD CHEER 
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NOTES - f rom THE EDITOR'S DESK 

The Se arc h is on !11 The Minute Books (along with other important papers) of 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club, have been placed in the Ontario Archives, 

Queen's Park, Toronto, where they will be available for those doing historical 
research. The book covering Minutes of the HAMILTON NATURE CLUB - covering 
the years 1944 to December 1954 have not yet been located. Does anyone have 
this book in safe-keeping? We would appreciate hearing from you if you happen 
to know something about it. All other records to the end of 1973 (from 1919 on) 
are safely deposited in the Archives. 

******************* 


Exchange Bulletins 

Our Club exchanges bulletins and magazines with clubs from coast to coast. For 
the past two months these publications have been available for you to borrow at 
each meeting. Do take them home to read. You will find many informative articles. 
Feel free to initial the back page when you have read a particular issue. This 
will make the finding of new reading material easier for you, 

******************** 

HAVE YOU STARTED THAT ARTICLE FOR THE WOOD DUCK??? Do finish it up and send it 
along. My desk is noxtf clear and more material is needed. Sincere thanks to all 
who have contributed during the Fall. A manuscript should reach my desk by the 

first of the month if it is to appear the following month. Keep those pens 

moving... ********************* 

SEASONAL INTERPRETIVE NATURALIST POSITIONS AVAILABLE for 1975 1 Applications will 
be received until February 28, 1975, for seasonal interpretive naturalist 
positions available with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources in the follow¬ 
ing Provincial Parks within the Algonquin Region: Algonquin, Arrowhead, Grundy 
and Killbear. Requests for applications and other enquiries should be addressed 
to "Interpretive Services.Supervisor, Ministry of Natural Resources, Box 219, 
Whitney, Ontario KOJ 2M0 - telephone: 705-633-5592. 

********************** 

MEMBERS HIPS in the Hamilton Naturalists' Club may be obtained by writing to the 

Club at Station E, Box 132, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4L5. Annual Memberships fall 

into the following categories: Active - $5; Joint (Husband and Wife) - $6; 
Contributing - $10; Corresponding (residing 20 miles or more from Hamilton - $2.50 
Student (over 18) - $2; Junior (under 1C) - $1. Meetings are held monthly - 
September to May, and The Wood Duck is published 9 times yearly and mailed to 
Members post free. *** 

*** 




May, 191£ 

March 1927 

Jan. 1959 

July, 1961 

Dec. 1967 

General 
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A BRIEF. HISTORY of the HAMILTON NATU RALISTS" CLUB 

- Nature lovers in the Hamilton area formed a new club - the Hamilton 
Bird Protection Society, subsequently incorporated under the 
Ontario Companies' Act in June, 1920. 

- This zealous group, in face of much opposition and frustration, 
applied to Queen's Park, and. were successful in having Coote's 
Paradise decreed a Game Sanctuary. 

From 1932 to the commencement of World War II, the Hamilton Bird 
Protection Society was comparatively inactive, and failure to 
file Annual Returns to the Ontario Government, resulted in 
cancellation of Letters Patent. After the war's end, the Hamilton 
Nature Club evolved as a result of work on the part of younger 
Members of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society who had continued 
to meet due to their interest in natural history. 

- Hamilton Nature Club, after some years of functioning as an 
unincorporated body, applied for, and received, Letters Patent, 
under the name of "Hamilton Naturalists' Club." 

- Hamilton Naturalists' Club purchases first Sanctuary Area. "Spooky 
Hollow", near Normandale, Ontario, in Norfolk County, being the 
first naturalists' group in Canada to so do. (95 acres) 

- Second Sanctuary Property purchased from the late Dr. W. E. Hurlburt 
and Mrs. Hurlburt of Vineland, and christened "Short Hills Wilder¬ 
ness Area" (near Fonthill, Ontario) (33.45 acres) 

- Objectives of the Club are ; (a) To promote the enjoyment of nature 
by its Members; (b) To foster public interest and education in the 
appreciation and study of nature; (c) To encourage the wise use and 
conservation of natural resources and to engage in environmental 
protection; (d) To extend protection to animals and plants liable 
to extinction; (e) To acquire further knowledge through club 
activities. 

Meetings (Lectures and illustrated talks on a variety of natural 
history subjects) held monthly, September to May inclusive, at the 
Headquarters' Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens. 

Organized Field Trips and Outdoor Events scheduled twice-monthly 
under the leadership of qualified naturalists. Evening Wildflower 
walks on a weekly basis in Spring, weekend trips planned, and 
Bird Census counts conducted twice-yearly. 

Club Publication - "The Wood Duck" published Sept, to May, inclu¬ 
sive and mailed to each Member post free. 

Liaison with Related Bodies - works with other environmental 
groups; is affiliated with the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 
is an institutional Member of the Canadian Nature Federation and a 
sustaining member of the Royal Botanical Gardens. 

Work in the Organization is on a voluntary basis, many members (on 
the Executive and within the Membership) give freely of their 
time and energy with unfailing generosity. 

Club Action indicates diversive support when occasion demands and 
in keeping with our objectives. For example; 

- Maintenance of Wood Duck boxes in Coote’s Paradise; 

- Issuance of Briefs or petitions regarding conservation matters; 
Mining in Provincial Parks; Snow Bunting problem in Quebec; 
opposition to proposed road through Coote's Paradise; opposition 
to road through Dundas Valley; opposition to commercial develop¬ 
ment of LaSalle Park and shore-line; and current problems 
concerning Coote's Paradise. 

- Makes monetary contributions yearly to aid related societies in 

..,.continued next page.... 
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A BRIEF HI STORY of th e HA MILTON NATURALISTS* CLUB (continued from previous page)- 

- Club Action (continued) 
their conservation work. 

- Certain Members perform "double duty" in serving on the Board 
and committees of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, and 
on the Fish and Wildlife Committee of the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority. Ray Lowes (Mr. Bruce Trail) is a 
longtime member and formerly Conservation Director of our 
. society. The late Eric W. Bastin, outstanding naturalist, 
was formerly President. 

THERE IS MUCH TO BE DONE AND WE HOPE THAT THIS RESUME OF OUR HISTORY AND 
ACTIVITIES WILL SERVE TO ACQUAINT OUR MEMBERS WITH OUR "REASONS FOR BEING" - 
AND WILL SPUR THEM TO ASSIST THE BOARD IN EVERY RESPECT TO ACCOMPLISH ITS AIMS. 


Your President. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

EXECUTIVE - 1974-75 

Past President - Dr. Chauncey Wood, 16 Midwood Rd., Victoria, B.C. V9B 1L5 
President - Mrs. Marion S. Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 

1st Vice Pres. - James A. N. Dowall, 29 Emerson St., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 2X2 

2nd Vice Pres. - Dr. C. G. Chappie, 27 Sydenham St., Dundas, Ont. L9H 2T6 
Secretary - Mrs. J. Harschnitz, 04 Leslie Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L9C 1M3 

Treasurer - Dr. J. R. Hanna, Box 108, Mount Hope, Ontario LOR 1W0 

D irectors t 

Membership - Miss Evelyn L. Morris, #401, 107 St. Joseph's Dr., 

Hamilton, Ontario L8N 2G1 

Publicity - Don MacLennan, 1465 Moss Glen Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7P 2C2 

■ Sanctuary - Miss Sheila Forbes, 106 Reding Road, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 1M8 

Field Events - Dr. R. A. MacLaren, 75 Elmhurst Dr., Hamilton, Ont. L8T 1C5 
Conservation - G. H. McGregor, 4429 Lakeshore Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7L 1B3 
Editor- 

Wood Duck - Miss Hazel Broker, 59 Paisley Ave. S., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1V3 
Dir, at Large - Paul Eagles, 502 Elgin St. N., Cambridge, Ontario 
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


A HEARTY WELCOME is extended to the following NEW MEMBERS; 


Mr. & Mrs. P. P. Abbott , 268 Morrison Rd., Oakville, Ontario L6J 4J4 
Mrs. Caroline Anderson , 188 Ewen Road, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 3C9 
Mr. D. W. Bruton , 56 Highcliffe Ave., Hamilton, Ontario L9A 3L5 
Gra ham Forbes , 4505 Spruce Ave., Burlington, Ontario L7L 1M5 
Mr. & Mrs. P. G. George , 10 Glen Court, Dundas, Ontario L9H 3X8 
Jane and Mike Geor ge " " " " " " " 

Mr. David Love , 33 Thorndale Ave. N., Hamilton, Ontario L8S 3K5 
Mrs. David Powell , 334 North Shore Blvd. West, Burlington, Ontario 
Mr. William Smith , 72 Dundurn St, N., Hamilton, Ontario 
Mrs. Florence Williams, 14 Pinecrest Road, Brantford, Ontario N3R 3K7 

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AA A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AA A A A AA A A AA A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 


NOTICE Mr. G. H, McGregor ("Gerry") - Conservation Director 

whose address is shown on the list of Executives above 
would appreciate hearing from members regarding 
conservation issues. 

His Telephone Number - Burlington - 634-0811 
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
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ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS RECEIVES LIBRARY OF ERIC WALTER BASTIN 

by - James S. Pringle, Taxonomist, 
Royal Botanical Gardens 

The late Eric W. Bastin, of Hamilton, was one of this region's most able 
and enthusiastic amateur naturalists, whose contributions to the progress of 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club, the Royal Botanical Gardens, and the cause of 
conservation will be greatly missed. (A biographical sketch is planned for 
inclusion in an issue of the Royal Botanical Gardens' Technical Bulletin.) 

Because of his interests in natural history and his active involvement in 
conservation work, Mr. Bastin acquired a sizeable library of books, pamphlets, 
and documents pertaining to these topics. The Board and Staff of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens were greatly pleased to learn recently that Mr. Bastin's will 
bequeathed this collection to the Gardens' Library. 

As those who knew Mr. Bastin would expect, his bequest adds most signi¬ 
ficantly to tho Goidens' holdings in ornithology, although geology, botany, 
and general natural history ar-e also represented. Among the books are some of 
the most important references for all levels of bird study. There is, for 
example, a nearly complete set of A. C. Bent's Life Histories of North American 
Bi rds (which can readily be completed with volumes available in reprint editions). 
Also present are Forbush & May's Natural History o f the Birds of E astern and 
Central North Am erica , and important regional references, such as Bearslee 
& Mitchell's Bir d s of the Niagara Frontier Region . Those especially interested 
in the history of Canadian ornithology and in the changes in the avifauna of this 
country will be pleased to see P. A. Taverner's Birds of Cana da and Baillie & 
Harrington's The Distrib ution of B reedin g Birds in Ontario join the historic 
works of Macoun, Mcllwraith, and Nash on the Gardens' Library shelves, 

Mr. Bastin's love of travel led him to acquire books on the birds of other 
parts of the world. Other traveling birders can now 'gen' up on the avifauna 
of such regions as western North America, the southeastern United States, Mexico, 
the British Isles, continental Europe, and Australia at the Gardens' Library. 

The books in this collection include not only reference works but also 
artistic and literary works on natural history, and classics from the history of 
biology. These range from reproductions of the paintings in Audubon's Birds of 
America to Darwin's The Origin of the Species . The Herr i ng Gull's World and 
King Solomon's Ring , written respectively, by recent Nobei Prize winners Niko 
Tinbergen and Konrad Lorenz, provide highly readable as well as scholarly 
introductions to the science of animal behaviour. Naturalists will find enjoy¬ 
ment as well as information in a number of works by the noted British ornitholo¬ 
gists Peter Scott and the late James Fisher, and in the diverse assortment of 
ornithological literature in The Bird Watcher's Anthology . 

Present use of the Gardens' Library by persons concerned about the 
quality of our environment indicates that works pertaining to local ecology, 
conservation problems, and land use will be greatly appreciated. Some of these 
surveys, reports, and proposals were published in limited numbers, and, even 
though of recent origin, are now rare. Other conservation publications will 
enable Canadians to learn from the history of conservation movements elsewhere. 

Also of interest to bibliophiles will be the authors' autographs in a 
number of the books, attesting to Mr. Bastin's wide circle of friends and 


...concluded next page.... 




Royal Botanical Gardens Receives Library of Eric Walter Bastin (continued from 
previous page -__ _ 


acquaintances in the ornithological fraternity. 

Mr. Bastin bequeathed his library to the Royal Botanical Gardens so that 
the books he acquired would be accessible to, and be used by, other persons 
interested in learning about the natural world and in protecting the quality of 
our environment. His wishes will be most fully realized if these books are 
used not only by the Gardens' staff but also by other biologists, naturalists, 
and conservation-minded members of the public. The Gardens' Library is open 
to the public during regular office hours. Books, except for certain references 
which must be consulted frequently, may be lent to Gardens Members for periods 
up to four weeks. The public is invited to learn more about the resources of 
this library. 


A TRIP TO JAMAICA 

by - Sheila M. Forbes 

A weeklong visit, in the Spring of 1974, to Jamaica, was a welcome break 
from the cold Canadian winter. Our hotel was located on the north-coast beach, 
and it was from there we did most of our birding. Mockingbirds were everywhere 
on telephone wires, while Turkey Vultures circled overhead. A Royal Tern used 
to fish outside our diningroom and we envied him with his fresh fish dinner. 

On a walk down to the local post office, we came across the Greater 
Antillean Grackle, very similar to the grackle we know at home but with a very 
ragged tail. Colourful Bananaquits were seen among the beautiful flowering 
shrubs which grow everywhere in Jamaica. A drive along the coast road showed 
where many of our familiar birds go for the winter; Killdeer, Coot, Gallinule 
and the Belted Kingfisher. 

A most successful birding day occurred during a raft ride down the Martha 
Brae River. Here we saw Green Herons and Snowy Egrets, as well as two pairs of 
Jamaican Woodpeckers nesting in dead trees., Flying overhead were Olive-throated 
Parakeets, always in pairs, and we caught a glimpse of a Yellow-billed Parrot. 
High over the river were birds we tentatively identified as Golden Swallows. 

Back in the mangrove swamps along the coast, we saw more waterbirds 
including the large Common Egret, the Little Blue Heron and a Northern Water- 
thrush. Cattle Egrets were everywhere--every cow had onel 

We saw several indigenous Jamaican birds during a trip up into the Blue 
Mountains to a banana and coconut plantation. A pair of tiny Vervain Humming¬ 
birds fed at Chinese-hat Flowers Up in the trees, we saw the purple Jamaican 
Mango Hummingbird, together with Saffron Finches and the blue-grey-coloured 
Jamaican Euphonia. 

The birding highlight of our Jamaican visit was a drive up to Lisa 
Salmon's Rocklands feeding station, up in the mountains above Montego Bay. We 
were most intrigued by the "Doctor Bird", the Jamaican national symbol, the 
red-billed Streamertail Hummingbird. They would sit on our fingers and sip 
sugar-water. Both the Black-faced and Yellow-faced Grassquits showed up at 
feeding time, as well as Orangequits and a Black-throated Blue Warbler. Along 

....concluded next page..,.. 




A TRIP TO JAMAICA - (continued from previous page) - 


a path through the woods a bright red, white and green Jamaican Tody flitted 
from side to side, while we spotted our familiar Black-and-White Warbler and 
an Ovenbird. Dozens of common Ground Doves, intermingled with White-winged and 
White-bellied Doves, covered the patio at the feeding station, while a White- 
chinned Thrush watched. 

Black Swifts silhouetted against the setting sun as we too took to 
the air on our homeward journey completed, for us, an exciting list of Jamaican 
birds. 


THE 1974 HAMILTON BOAT TRIP 

by - Robert Curry 

On Sunday, September 22, what has become an annual event, a "pelagic" 
boat trip into Lake Ontario, took place. In all, twenty-four birders from such 
faraway places as Quetico Park, Algonquin Park and Michigan, as well as most of 
the local "keeners" gathered with anticipation and Gravols at 12:00 noon on 
the Wellington Street Dock. 

Both conditions derived from the state of the weather. A cold front, had 
passed the night before, producing brisk northwest winds, very clear visibility 
and relatively rough Lake Ontario waters. As we churned across the Bay on 
Evans McKiel's workboat. Lac Vancouver, the talk was of what the front and wind 
switch might have brought down from the Arctic. We felt better prepared than 
ever before to attract whatever ocean-going species the wind might have sent, 
as. we carried six large garbage bags of stale bread and fifty pounds of Lake 
Erie fish, courtesy of Tom Hayman of London, 

Passing hrough the Canal and heading out, we decided to parallel the 
south shore heading eastward on the theory that gulls drifting downward would 
be concentrated towards this shore. Travelling about two miles offshore, we 
soon had a nice flock of about sixty Herring and Ring-billed Gulls feeding in 
our wake of loaves and fish. 

About twenty minutes out from the Canal, the familiar excited cry of 
"Jaeger" rang out. All eyes peered to port. It was a dark bird flying left-- 
probably an immature Parasitic? But a closer look revealed a ramrod-straight, 
thin tail and a dark cap against smooth, JarK Drown underparts, revealing iu 
as the first dark-phase adult Parasitic Jaeger most of us had ever seen 
locally. The majority of Jaegers seen on Lake Ontario are immatures, making 
it difficult to distinguish Parasities from Pomarines, as size and proportion 
must be relied on in the absence of real plumage differences. For example,^on 
the 1973 boat trip, twenty-three Jaegers were seen, none of which was adult! 

Time passed and as the boat plowed eastwards towards Grimsby, a couple 
of Jaegers were seen but not well. The biggest stir was caused by sheets of 
cold water sweeping across the after-deck, soaking the bread and the throwers. 
The fish presented an interesting problem. The whole fifty pounds were 
frozen together in one lump! We pondered shoving it overboard, thus creating 
a delectable iceberg for the gulls' to perch on or peek. However, an axe was 
produced and we managed to cut off chunks which the gulls devoured ravenously, 
obviously preferring it to bread when given the choice. 

.....continued next page... 
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THE 1974 BIRD TRIP - (continued from previous page) - 

Two Sabine Gulls flying low over the water and rapidly towards our wake 
were found and identified almost simultaneously by the entire party. For 
several people these were life birdsand although the look had been quite good, 
they could hardly be blamed for wishing for a longer study as the birds quickly 
disappeared. They were not long disappointed, though, as about ten minutes 
later, two adult light-phase Parasitic Jaegers left the surface of the water 
after being disturbed by our boat. And almost at this time, another immature 
Sabine's Gull flew in to join its commoner cousins. This one followed the boat 
for about 20 minutes, occasionally swinging right up beside us and offering 
the photographers ample shooting opportunities. 

Off Grimsby, we decided to turn to port and head across the Lake 
towards Port Credit. This leg of the trip took about an hour and, as on other 
such trips, we were intrigued at the paucity of birds more than two to three 
miles from shore. The quality was good though, as we spotted three tiny 
Northern Phalaropes and at least one, most probably two, more Sabine's all 
alone in the Lake. 

Heading west, towards Hamilton, we were impressed at how quickly we 
could attract sixty to seventy gulls by chumming fish and bread. They would 
fly purposefully in from at least a mile on either side of the boat, having 
spotted the milling, squealing mass of birds. It was in this fashion that we 
pulled in two Franklin's Gulls and the only Bonaparte's Gull of the trip. 

They followed us for miles until we ran out of food a mile or two to the west 
of the Canal. 

We did see several more Jaegers on the final leg, including at least 
two more light-phase adults but the combination of sun, wind and water had 
taken its toll, so that few had the same zeal as earlier and most were content 
to chat, doze or reflect on the day's sightings. 

We docked at about 6:00 P.M.--a rather tired, but certainly well- 
satisfied group. Our thanks must go out to Mr. Evans McKiel who has enabled 
us to have one of the few and certainly the best Great Lakes' ornithological 
boat trips in recent years. 


THE FORGOTTEN ART 

by - George Redburn 

The art of Snowshoeing has almost all but been forgotten down through 
the years, with the advancement of our technological knowhow. Few realize 
the speed and gracefulness one could achieve while walking through the woods. 

It used to be that every Canadian home had at least one pair of snow- 
shoes for every member of the household hanging on the wall. But the inven¬ 
tion of the snowmobile has struck the fatal blow to the snowshoe. Except for 
the northern trapper and a few diehard traditionalists, the snowshoe is hardly 
seen in the average Canadian home anymore. 

The snowshoe ranks right alongside the canoe for helping in the opening 
up of the Canadian frontier. When the rivers and lakes froze over, and canoe 
travel, was no longer possible, snowshoes were used for travelling the rest of 
the way. 


....continued next page. 
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THE FORGOTTEN ART - (continued from previous page) - 

Probably the first white men to make extensive use of the snowshoe 
were the French who, with the help of snowshoes were able to make lightning 
raids on English settlements. The history of North America was almost 
swayed in favour of the French because of the great speed in which they could 
travel between the settlements. 

With the final takeover of Canada by the British, snowshoeing became 
more a thing to enjoy rather than a weapon of war. Local clubs were formed 
and nearly everyone who could walk joined in. It would have been something 
to see, on a cold, crisp, moonlight night a procession of snowshoers, both 
young and old, with their scarlet sashes tied around their waists. At the 
end of the trail there would be a roaring bonfire with food and drink for 
everyone. ' : ' 

Today, snowshoeing is still pretty much a recreational pasttime. 

Most people these day3 prefer the smell and roar of snowmobiles. But... 
nothing will take away that feel of silently walking among snow-covered trees 
on a cold winter's day. As with cross-country skiing, one can slip through 
the woods without disturbing its quiet sleep. Because of this, snowshoeing 
is ideal for one trying to get a glimpse of those birds that remain with us 
during the xtfinter months, but unlike skiing, the snowshoes enable the wearer 
to go off the trail and explore more deeply in the woods. 

Walking on snowshoes is easier than one might think. Literally, if 
you can walk, you can snowshoe. Contrary to what most may believe, you do 
notwalk with your legs far apart. Walking is normal by putting one edge of 
the snowshoe far enough forward so as not to step on the edge of the other. 
One or two ski poles could be used to keep steady - especially when going 
up ot down hill. There is nothing really to it once the basics are mastered. 

Maybe with all the growing interest in outdoor activities, snowshoeing 
will someday stage a comeback and more people will enjoy its pleasure and 
exercise. 


NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE 

ONTARIO NAT13R E TOURS , 6372 Montrose Road, Niagara Falls, Ontario, L2H 1L6 
sponsors tours for Naturalists - not only to local areas but 
to distant places as xcrell - 

"HAWAII CALLS" - January, 1975 

"CARIBBEAN CRUISE" - February, 1975 

"COASTAL TEXAS TOUR" or 

"SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA"- in March and April, 1975 
For information about these and other tours - write to Ontario Nature I'our.c 

at the address shown above. 


BIRD REPORT 

ARTHUR W. PRESTON reports from Simcoe, Ontario: 

"On October 8, in a line of evergreens bordering Norview grounds, 
I spotted a Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker digging at a dead 
spruce. As it was neither distant nor wary, I got a good look 
at the solid black back and the yellow cap." 


S 


* 



EVENTS in DECEMBER 


EVENTS in DECEMBER 


XXXXXXJUCXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

x GENERAL MEETING GENERAL MEETING x 

X 

Date & Time; Monday, December 2, 1974 at 8:00 P.M. 


(note the change from our usual meeting night) 

Place; Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 

Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

Speaker : MR. RUSSELL TILT presenting an illustrated lecture - 

~ "A GLIMPSE OF THE MARITIME PROVINCES 11 

Mr. Tilt is Interpretive Supervisor for the Parks Division 
of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and is 
Secretary of the Richmond Hill Naturalists' Club. Don't 
miss this opportunity to see the Atlantic Provinces through 
the lens of a keen naturalist. 


XXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


FIELD EVENTS FIELD EVENTS FIELD EVENTS 

- SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1974 

The LONG POINT ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

Compiler: Robert Curry - Telephone - Ancaster 648-6895 
To climax the day a Supper Meeting sponsored by the Long 
Point Bird Observatory will be held at Backus House 

5V * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * iV * * 


- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1974 (Boxing Day) 


The HA MILTON AREA - ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUN T 

Compiler: George W. North - Telephone - Burlington 634-5463 
************************************************ 


Note to Participants in the Bird Counts : The results of the Christmas Bird Counts 
all across North America are published in A merican B irds and the volumes from year 
to year reflect the changing patterns of bird life across the continent. This 
aspect makes the counts very important. There is a participation fee to help 
defray the costs of printing the magazine. For subscribers to American Birds 
this fee is $1.00 per count participated in. For non-subscribers, the fee is 
$2.00 for the first count and $1.00 for subsequent ones. The extra $1.00 for the 
first count is to ensure that you receive a copy of the American Birds which 
includes the results of the Christmas Counts. Both counts that our Club sponsors 
need volunteers to ensure complete coverage of the areas. Be sure to call Bob 
Curry or George North (or both) to find out what area you should be covering. 
******************************************************************************** 


ADVANCE NOTICE of JANUARY FIELD EVENT 


SUNDAY , JANUARY 5, 1 975 - BIRDS in the LONG POINT AREA. Meet at the Mountain 
Plaza, Upper James & Fennell, fqr this winter outing. An opportunity to make 
a great start on your 1975 bird list. Bring a Lunch. 

Leader: Bob Curry - Telephone - Ancaster 648-6895 


******************************************************************************** 


AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR - presented by the Royal Botanical Gardens on Monday , 

December 9, 1974 at 8:00 P.M. at Gardens' headquarters building 

Illustrated Lecture by John D. Bulger - "WILD SCANDINAVIA". For those fascinated 
by the culture and wilds of Scandinavia and the North Atlantic Islands. 
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NEW NATURE BOOKS IN THE HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Robert Theobald, The Failure of Success . A brilliant selection of essays, 
poems, short quotations and fiction presenting a rich, multisided view of 
problems concerning ecology, population growth, emerging Third World nations 
and other related topics. This provocative and absorbing book is designed 
for individual contemplation and discovery. 

After outlining the fundamental principles affecting wildlife populations, 
George Vancerkarr Burger in his Practical Wildlife Management explains how to 
appraise wildlife values and needs on your land. He deals with specific 
management techniques for attracting various types of wildlife and discusses 
how to plan improvements realistically. 

The Biology and Utilization of Grasses by Youngner and McKell is the 
result of a symposium on grass biology held at Riverside, California, which 
brought together outstanding specialists to provide an in-depth review of 
grass biology. It covers the fundamental concepts of grass evolution, 
genetics, morphology, physiology and ecology and emphasizes the relationship 
of these basic concepts to the use of grasses for forage, turf and 
rangelands. 

Adventures in birding tells the story of Jean Piatt and her husband, 
two devotees of bird watching. Sub-titled Confessions of a Lister, we find 
that with 700-odd species of land and sea-birds nesting, breeding and 
inhabiting our North American continent, the Piatts are high on the scale of 
bird listers, each with 671. And they tell of their exciting adventures 
in this field with a lively and infectious enthusiasm. 

Wildlife Photography: a field guide by Eric Hosking is an excellent 
book for both neophytes and more advanced amateurs. There is a short section 
on equipment requirements, discussion of zoo and safari photography as well as 
chapters on the use of flash and motion picture cameras. Practical advice for 
successful bird photography is the book’s strong point. The ample photographs 
are excellent. 

The Birds is another excellent addition to the Time-Life series by 
famous ornithologist Roger Tory Peterson. As can be expected the subject is 
dealt with thoroughly and includes chapters on From archaeopteryx to sparrow, 
Birds as food gatherers. How many birds? and Towards a balance with Man, A 
bibliography and 192 pages of illustrations add to this excellent book, 

* ft ft 
ft ft 
* 


"TODAY 13 THE DAY OF SALVATION - TOMORROW MIGHT BE TOO LATE. THAT IS WHAT THE 
PREACHER USED TO TELL US. I WOULD LIKE TO APPLY THAT THINKING TO OUR 
NATURAL RESOURCES." ***** William Fehr. 

"Conservation is not just a sentimental hobby, nor a fanciful hope of idle 
dreamers, of duck hunters, fishermen, or bird lovers. It is a science where 
principles are written in the oldest legal code in the world--the laws of nature." 

***** J. N. Darling 

"When pondering the philosophy of conservation, I believe that thoughtful men 
must be dedicated to it; intelligent, perceptive men can be reasoned into it, 
but that the ardent materialists among us must be frightened into it." 

***** ■ Werner Nagel. 
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N OTEWORTHY oIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to November 17, 1974 - 270 

" - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 

Common Loon Nov. 4,12 43, 12 Lake at Bronte 


Red-throated Loon 

Nov./ 

!*F,12 

Eared Grebe 

Nov. 

10F 

Pied-billed Gre^e 

Nov. 

3 

nl.-cr.Night Heron Nov. 

16 

American nittem 

Oct. 

17 

■crant 

Nov. 

5F 

Gadwall 

Nov. 

10 

Green-w. Teal 

Nov. 

13 

J->lue-winged Teal 

Nov. 

7, 13 

N. Shoveler 

Nov. 

13 

Wood Duck 

Nov. 

13 

Redhead 

Oct. 

14F 

C. Goldeneye 

Oct. 

15 

Harlequin Duck 

Oct. 

28F 

White-wing.Scoter 

Nov. 

4 

Surf Scoter 

Nov. 

3, 4 

olack Scoter 

Oct. 

27 F 

•Ruddy Duck 

Nov. 

11 

Com. Merganser 

Oct. 

30F 

Goshawk; 

Sep. 

22 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Nqv. 

3 

Cooper's Hawk 

Nov. 

8 

broad-winged Hawk 

Sep. 

14 

Merlin 

Sep. 

30 

American Coot 

Nov. 

10 

Semipalm. Plover 

Oct. 

26L 

'-’lack-bell. Plover 

Oct. 

26 l 

Common Snipe 

Nov. 7 

,16 ] 

Solitary Sandpiper 

Oct. 

12 L 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Nov. 

17 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Nov. 

7 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Nov. 

13L 

White-rump. Sdppr. 

Nov. 3 

,10 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Nov. 

3L 

Least Sandpiper 

Oct. 

27L 

Dunlin 

Nov. 

2 

Long-b. Dowitcher 

Aug. 

22F 

Semipalm. Sdppr. 

Nov. 

1L 

Sanderling 

Nov. 

3 

Common Tern 

Nov. 

3 

Snowy Owl 

Nov.3F, 10 

Long-eared Owl 

Oct. 

17F 

caw-whet Owl 

Oct, 

23 F 

Red-h. Woodpecker 

Oct. 

17 

Yel.-b, Sapsucker 

Oct. 

16 

Eastern Phoebe 

Oct. 

23 

Tree Swallow 

Nov. 

5 


1, 1 Lake at nronte 

1 Shell Pier, Bronte 

1 Van Wagner's Beach 

2 Dundas Marsh 
1 ^ronte 

1 Lake at nronte 

37 Woodland Cemetery 
101 Dundas Marsh 

2, 1 Valley Inn; Dundas 
10 Dundas Hydro Station 
10 Dundas Marsh 

4 Shell Pier, uronte 

2 Shell Pier, cronte 

1 Cement Pier,. Clarkson 
95 Lake at oronte 

1, 3 Van Wagner's; ^ronte 
■ 1 Lake at o ronte- 

2 Confederation Park 
135 Woodland Cemetery 

1'Bronte Ck. Prov. Park 
1 Mountsberg Reservoir 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

400 nronte Ck. Prov. Park 

2 *->ronte Ck. Prov. Park 
85 Woodland Cemetery 

1 University Landing 
9 University Landing 

8 , 1 Valley Inn 

2 Valley Inn Path 
1 Valley Inn 

1 Valley Inn 
1 Dundas Marsh 
1, 1 Valley Inn; Oakville 
1 Valley Inn 
1 University Landing 
203 Valley Inn 

3 East end of Bay 
1 nronte March 

2 ueach Canal 

1 y S of Canal 
2,3 East end of uay 

2 oronte Woods. 

1 Upper Middle Read 
1 Bronte Woods. 

1 Bronte Woods 

2 Burlington 

2 nronte Harbour 


Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
William Smith 
Wm. Smith, Alf Epp 
William Smith 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
wm. Smith, Alf Epp 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Jennings, Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
W. Smith; Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
j-’ob Westmore 
William Smith 
Paul Eagles 
W. Smith, A. Epp 
Mark Jennings 
Paul Eagles 
Paul Eagles 
W. Smith, A. Epp 
Dowall, McLaughlin 
Dowall, McLaughlin 
Jennings; W. Smith 
Mark Jennings 
William Smith 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
W. Smith; Jennings 
Alf Epp, W. Smith 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Mark Jennings 
R. H. Curry 
Mark Jennings 
Wm. Smith, A. Epp 
R. H. Curry 
R. Curry; Smith, Epp 
Mark Jennings 
in.rk Jennings 
Mark aennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
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Short-eared (VI 

Nov. 

3F 

Tree Swa11ow 

Nov. 

9L 

Rough w. Swallow 

Sep. 

25 

i\arn Swallow 

Nov. 

10L 

Tufted Titmouse 

Nov. 

9 

House Wren 

Nov. 

3L 

Carolina Wren 

Nov. 

13 


Nov. 

16 

Mockingbird 

Oct. 

28 


Nov. 

16 

Gray Catbird 

Oct. 

26 

Brown Thrasher 

Oct. 

20 

Wood Thrush 

Oct . 

18L 

Hermit Thrush 

Oct. 

21 


Nov.11,13 

Swainson 1 s Thrush 

Oct.17.28L 

Eastern Bluebird 

Nov. 

7 

Ruby-cr.. Kinglet 

Nov. 

3 

Water Pipit 

Nov. 

13 

Northern Shrike 

Oct. 

16F 


Nov. 

11 

Tennessee Warbler 

Oct. 

18L 

Orange-cr. Warbler Nov. 

7 

Nashville Warbler 

Nov. 

2 

Parula Warbler 

Nov. 

f—1 

O 
— 1 

0^ 

Magnolia Warbler 

Oct. 

27L 

Cape May Warbler 

Oct. 

20L 

Black-throated 

Oct. 

13 

Dlue 'Warbler 

Oct. 

22L 

Myrtle. Warbler 

Nov. 

16 

d 1 .-th .Green Warb . 

Nov. 

1L 


1 East end of Bay 
1 North Shore Blvd. 

1 Rattray's Marsh 

1, IE. cay; Dull 1 s Point 

2 Hostein Dr,, Ancaster 
1 Upper Middle Road 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 
1 Red Hill S of King St. 
1 Bronte Woods 
1 North Shore Blvd. 

1 Valley Inn Path 
1 Shoreacres 

1 oronte Ck. Prov. Park 

2 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 
1, 1 Inverness W:Hwy. 102 


Robert H. Curry 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
Mark Jennings 
W. Smith; R. Curry 
R. H. Curry 
Mark' Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Kfevin McLaughlin 
Mark Jennings 
D. K. Powells 
William Smith 
Jennings, Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
Tom & Anne Reid 
Bob Stamp; Jennings 


Blackburnian Warh. Oct. 19L 
Chestnut-s. WarblerNov. 3L 


4 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Burloak & Bronte Woods Mark Jennings 


High Level Bridge 
Carroll's Point 
Dundas Marsh 
Bronte 

oeach Canal; Winona 
Bronte Ck. Prov. Park 
Valley Inn Path 
Burloak Woods 
Bull' s Point",'* R.o’.G. 
Still 1 s L., Oakville 
Burlington lakeshore 
North Shore Blvd. 


Mark Jennings 
W. Smith, A. Epp 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Westmore, North 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Wormington; Curry 
Mark Jennings 
Jennings, Wormington 
D . K. Powells 


Optimists Park, Dronte Mark Jennings 


Blackpoll Warbler 

Oct. 

19, 21L1, 

1 

Ovenbird 

Oct. 

15, 20L1. 

1 

Yellowthroat 

Nov. 

1, 3 

1, 

1 

Wilson's Warbler 

Oct. 

25 , ; 

26L 

1 

American Redstart 

Oct. 

14, : 

I5L 

1 

Rusty Blackbird 

Nov. 

16 

1 

Indigo Dunting 

Sep. 

23 L 


1 

Evening, Grosbeak 

Nov. 

7,16 

62, 

7 

Common Redpoll 

Nov. 

9F 


6 

Pine Siskin 

Nov. 

8 

2, 

35 

Red Crossbill 

Nov. 

3F 


6 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

Nov. 

3 


l 

Henslow's Sparrow 

Oct. 

20L 


1 

Vesper Sparrow 

Oct. 

23 


2 

Chipping Sparrow 

Nov. 

3 


1 

Field Sparrow 

Oct. 

23 


3 

White-crowned Sp. 

Nov. 

3 


1 

Fox Sparrow 

Nov. 

9 


1 

Lapland Longspur 

Oct. 

20F 


3 

Snow Dunting 

Cot. 

19F 


6 


Oct. 

20 

100 


Bull 1 s Point 
Bronte Harbour 
Shell House, Bronte 
Willow Point 
Bronte; nronte Marsh 
Bronte; Durlington 
Dronte; ourloak Woods 
North Shore Blvd. 
oronte Harbour 
Bull 1 s Point 
Shoreacres 
High Level; 

North Shore 
Inverness W 
Woodland Cemetery 
Woodland Cemetery 
Hopkins Tract R.B.G. 
Upper Middle Road 
La Salle Park 
Upper Middle Road 
Bronte 

pinetum Trail, R.d.G 
East end of Day 
Shell Pier, d ronte 
East end of pay 


Aldershot 
Blvd. 


William Smith 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jenninhs 
Alan Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
Jennings, Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
Dave & Thelma. Powell 
Mark Jennings 
William Smith 
Mark Jennings 
Jennings; Powells 
D. K. Powells 


AldershotDob Stamp; Powells 
Wm. Smith, AIf Epp 
Wm. Smith, Alf Epp 
Jerry Chappie 
Mark Jennings 
W. Smith, A. Epp 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Jennings, Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
Jennings, Wormington 


Please send Jrour records on the 15th of each month to George w. North 
857 Eagle Dr., D U rlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463 
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